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“I’m delighted to launch the Public Service Catalogue. 

The Catalogue is a key step in providing more data 

awareness and data transparency with the public. It  wil l 

show people – what data their public service holds, why 

they hold that data and how it  is used. The Catalogue 

contains a wide range of datasets from across the public 

service, all  in one place. It demonstrates the benef its of 

joined-up Government, where public bodies work together 

to deliver a single unif ied service.”

Michael McGrath, T.D.

Minister for Public Expenditure & Reform



Public Service
Data Catalogue 
Fully Hosted & Managed Open 

Data Hub

The Public Service Data Catalogue aims to  

promote openness and transparency around the 

data held by the public service by cataloguing 

and describing public service data.

Derilinx provide a fully managed Data Hub 

and a suite of Open Data expert services.
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Background

The National Public Service Data        

Strategy 2019-2023 is linked to a strong 

Vision Statement “To establish a data 

ecosystem that will improve how we 

govern, manage and re-use data in a 

secure, efficient, and transparent way, 

for the benefit of citizens, businesses 

and policy makers”.

Underpinning this Vision Statement is the creation of 

an Interoperability Platform that effectively enables 

Public Service Bodies (PSBs), in a secured controlled 

and flexible manner, to discover/share/link/re-use 

data for better decision-making, improved services 

and engagement across the stakeholder landscape, 

including the Public Service, citizens and the private 

sector.

Graphic: The interoperability platform is at the heart of 
the Public Service Data Strategy1

1. Data Transparency:  Ensuring that data is processed in 

a transparent manner and is discoverable across PSBs. 

It should be open to citizens (when appropriate and 

relevant) according to Ireland’s Open Data Strategy.

2. Data Reuse:  Implementing the Once-Only principle 

linked to the creation/submission of data and effective 

easy access to data across PSBs.

3. Data Governance and Controls:  Adherence to 

legislation and compliance with standards, policies, 

procedures and tools through proper data governance.

4. Digital:  Making the creation and collection of data in a 

digital format the de-facto approach to handling data 

in PSBs.

5. Data Analytics:  Ensuring data is available to inform 

decision-making.

6. Data Privacy and Security:  Ensuring that data is 

processed in a secure and private manner.

Six principles guide the progressive implementation toward this  Target State:

http://data.smartdata.ie
http://derilinx.com


1. Data catalogues effectively enable PSBs to discover 

datasets managed across Public Service.

2. Data catalogues make open datasets discoverable 

by citizens.

3. By making datasets discoverable, data catalogues 

are a strong enabler of data re-use, (leveraging 

existing data managed by other PSBs) thus reducing 

the risk of data duplication. They provide easier 

access to data, for instance through the creation of 

APIs.

4. Data catalogues enable PSBs and citizens, in the 

case of open datasets, to share and link datasets 

to create powerful insights leading to better-in-

formed decision making.

5. Data catalogues also strongly contribute to the 

principle of security by effectively classifying 

datasets across the spectrum of open and private 

data. Clear actions are listed in the Public Service 

Data Strategy in this regard.

The creation of a Public Service Data 

Catalogue represents a significant step 

towards making the Target State a reality, 

in line with the Transparency, Reuse and 

Analytics guiding principles1:

The goals of the Public Data Catalogue to improve data sharing and data re-use are aligned with the European goals 

to enhance the Data Economy and drive innovation. 

The Data Governance Act (DGA) is a legislative proposal of the European Commission, aiming to create 

a framework which will facilitate data-sharing and was first announced within the 2020 European strategy 

for data. 

The DGA covers the data of public bodies, private companies, and citizens. Its main aims are to enable the 

safe sharing of sensitive data held by public bodies and to regulate data sharing by private actors.

European Data Governance Act Alignment
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Public Service Data Strategy document

http://data.smartdata.ie
http://derilinx.com
https://assets.gov.ie/7107/7ac4ae109cd944dc99c9e178962fa095.pdf


DATACATALOGUE.GOV.IE |   PUBLIC SERVICE DATA CATALOGUE

C H A L L E N G E S

Key Challenges

The design, build and roll-out of such a data catalogue solution had 

to address a number of organisational and technological challenges:

Easy to Use Privacy &                 

Sensitive Data

Organisational 

Buy-In

Up-to-Date 

Data

Interoperable

 + Build engagement with Public Bodies in order to 

address the Data Auditing process.

 + Understand the data silos inside the PSBs and help 

them to open and share information.

 + Map users and behaviours to properly address 

what they require from the data catalogue.

 + Prepare a development roadmap for the current 

features and future releases of the catalogue.

 + Map and collect the initial data sources into the 

data catalogue.

The Ireland Public Service Data Catalogue successfully handled the challenges above. 

It was launched in January 2021 and is available on d a t a c a t a l o g u e . g ov. i e .

Derilinx used their expertise in Open Data and data sharing to work with 

the Office of the Government Chief Information Officer (OGCIO) team to 

address these challenges.

http://derilinx.com
http://data.smartdata.ie
http://datacatalogue.gov.ie
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W O R K  D E L I V E R E D

Process To Build 
The Data Catalogue 

This catalogue provides high level information on over 1,300 

key datasets across almost 100 public service bodies (both 

the number of datasets and publishers are growing every 

month). It catalogues key data held by these public bodies, 

including citizens data, business data, and data critical to 

business decisions or service delivery.  

Derilinx has been key to the successful completion (and on-going maintenance) of the Public Service Data 

Catalogue:

2. Derilinx shared their international 

experience in building similar Open Data 

Solutions to  support the OGCIO project 

team in key activities including:

 + Shaping the outline Data Audit exercise 

across all Irish PSBs and collecting the 

information gathered across them.

 + Completing the necessary ETL (Extract, 

Transform, Load) and data preparation 

activities to ensure that the quality of 

the information published on the portal 

is as high as possible.

3. In terms of  on-going management, an 

overall  programme of portal enhancement 

and ecosystem management initiatives are 

being put in place to:

 + Improve the portal with additional 

features.

 + Support PSBs on improving data 

management and data maturity related 

practices.

 + Ensure that best practices are shared 

between data publishers and da-

ta-re-users to maximise the impact. 

1. Together with the dedicated OGCIO team, Derilinx designed, built, tested and rolled-out the  Public Service 

Data Catalogue. 

datacatalogue.gov.ie is a customised version of the Derilinx datAdore platform that addresses specific 

requirements linked to the nature of the catalogue, for instance the ability to share metadata information 

within a particular PSB, across multiple PSBs or in a fully open manner with the public. 

http://data.smartdata.ie
http://derilinx.com
http://datacatalogue.gov.ie
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1 From the Public Service Data Strategy document

As PSBs increasingly collect, store and process large 

volumes of data in order to deliver public services, 

there is a growing need to catalogue this data. 

The Public Service Data Catalogue enables PSBs to 

describe their data holdings, providing information 

on their datasets including details such as the dataset’s 

scope and purpose. 

The catalogue provides citizens with descriptive 

information (in simple plain English) about datasets, 

including their purpose, their coverage and whether 

they include any personal or sensitive personal data. 

It  aims to promote awareness,  openness and 

transparency around data held by the Public Service. 

http://data.smartdata.ie
http://derilinx.com
https://assets.gov.ie/7107/7ac4ae109cd944dc99c9e178962fa095.pdf
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